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ENERGY Minister Martin Ferguson has slammed the Greens as "living in fantasy land" for 
advocating that Australia could abandon non-renewable energy sources within a decade, saying the 
"simple fact is that renewable energy is currently more expensive than other energy sources". 

In a sign of escalating tensions between Labor and its alliance partner over future climate-change 
policies, Mr Ferguson was scathing of the Greens' stated ambition to shift Australia from fossil fuels 
to renewable energy such as wind and solar power as soon as possible.

"It is time the Greens stopped deliberately misleading the Australian public with their claims that 
Australia can move to 100 per cent renewable energy within a decade," Mr Ferguson told The 
Australian. "They are living in fantasy land if they think this can be achieved."

Mr Ferguson's declaration that "there is no grand conspiracy against renewable energy" came a day 
after Julia Gillard said coal and coal-seam gas would remain part of the energy mix in the future, 
and Climate Change Minister Greg Combet said the Greens had understood that the carbon-pricing 
package was underwritten by the long-term use of gas.

The war of words between the Greens and Labor over renewables came after the minor party 
declared the $23-a-tonne carbon tax, which passed the Senate on Tuesday, did not go far enough.

The carbon-pricing scheme will begin on July 1 next year and will be paid by 500 big polluters as a 
fixed price until it converts to a market-based emissions trading scheme in 2015.

Greens leader Bob Brown yesterday defended his environment spokeswoman, Larissa Waters, who 
said on Wednesday that studies showed Australia could be powered by 100 per cent renewable 
energy within a decade.

Senator Brown told ABC radio Senator Waters was "simply stating what is possible".

It is understood it is not the Greens' policy to achieve those aims within a decade.

Greens climate change spokesman Christine Milne said the party's position was not to stipulate 
what mix of renewable technologies would be needed to facilitate the transition to renewable 
energy, but to allow the market to do that through the $10 billion Clean Energy Finance 
Corporation, which was secured in negotiations between Labor and the Greens.

"We have made it abundantly clear that the whole point of the CEFC is to create a statutory 
authority with an independent expert board to keep political interference away from the decisions 
about which renewable energy projects to invest in," Senator Milne said yesterday.

Mr Ferguson said that "despite what they would have the public believe, there is no grand 
conspiracy against renewable energy".

"The simple fact is that renewable energy is currently more expensive than other energy sources," 



the Energy Minister said.

"We must be realistic about what can be achieved and over what timeframe."

He said about 75 per cent of the nation's electricity came from coal-fired power and although 
renewable energy technologies such as geothermal held potential, they were currently not advanced, 
whereas wind power was mature but intermittent.

Mr Ferguson also accused the Greens of hypocrisy.

"The only baseload source of renewable energy currently deployed in Australia is hydro, yet the 
Greens oppose building more dams . . . and indeed the Greens oppose hydraulic fracturing, which is 
an integral part of the geothermal process," the Energy Minister said.

"The Greens like to demonise those who tell the truth on these matters. However, they need to start 
answering some tough questions as to how they propose this renewable energy revolution can be 
achieved and at what cost. They have a responsibility to stop fuelling misconceptions."

Regional independent Rob Oakeshott, whose vote was critical in ensuring the passage of the carbon 
tax, said contrary to the Greens' position, gas was a key transitional fuel in the move away from 
coal-fired power.

Asked whether the Greens were jumping the gun by pushing for a transition to 100 per cent 
renewables as fast as possible, Mr Oakeshott said: "Not as fast as possible, but if they're saying 
tomorrow then, yes, they are jumping the gun. We have created a market and we need to let the 
market do its job".


